Archaeological and Heritage Resources Technical Memorandum for Renewable Energy Approval Application
Flowerburn Solar Farm (43777 Fruit Ridge Line, Municipality of Central Elgin)

Introduction

This technical memorandum fulfils the criteria in Sections 19 and 20 of Ontario Requlation 359/09 with
respect to the consideration of archaeological and heritage resources for the Flowerburn Solar Farm

proposal in the Municipality of Central Elgin (43777 Fruit Ridge Line, Part of Lot S| G

_e Ontario Heritage Act and more specifically described in Column 1 in

Section 19 of Ontario Regulation 359/09:

1.

A property that is the subject of an agreement, covenant or easement entered into under clause
10 (1) (b) of the Ontario Heritage Act.

A property in respect of which a notice of intention to designate the property to be of cultural
heritage value or interest has been given in accordance with section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act.

a property of cultural heritage value or interest.

A property designated by order of the Minister of Culture made under section 34.5 of the Ontario
Heritage Act as a property of cultural heritage value or interest of provincial significance.

A property in respect of which a notice of intention to designate the property as property of
cultural heritage value or interest of provincial significance has been given in accordance with
section 34.6 of the Ontario Heritage Act.

A property that is the subject of an easement or a covenant entered into under section 37 of the
Ontario Heritage Act.

A property that is part of an area designated by a municipal by-law made under section 41 of the

%

Register of Historic Places, the Ontario Heritage Trust and the Ministry of Tourism and Culture, the property
is not a “protected property” subject to the items in Column 1 listed above.

Ontario Regulation 359/09: Consideration of Archaeological and Heritage Resources

Proponents of a renewable energy project must also consider whether a renewable energy project may
have an impact on archaeological and heritage resources as follows:

20. (1) A person who proposes to engage in a renewable energy project shall consider whether
engaging in the project may have an impact on any of the following:

1. An archaeological resource at the project location.

2. A heritage resource at the project location, other than at a part of the project location that is on a

property described in Column 1 of the Table to section 19.
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3. A property described in Column 1 of the Table to section 19 that abuts the parcel of land on which
the project location is situated. O. Reg. 359/09, s. 20 (1).

(2) If, as a result of the consideration under subsection (1), the person mentioned in subsection (1)
concludes that there is no possibility of impact on a resource or a property described in paragraph 1,2 or 3
of subsection (1), the person shall submit, as part of an application for the issue of a renewable energy
approval, a written summary of the matters addressed in the consideration of the resource or property.
0. Reg. 359/09, s. 20 (2).

Archaeological Resources

The proposed solar farm is located within a former gravel pit. The gravel pit was licensed in the early 1990's
and the licence was surrendered to the MNR on December 16, 2009. Extraction was permitted above and
below the water table and an anthropogenic pond was created which formed part of the approved
rehabilitation plan. The proposed solar trackers are located immediately north, west and south of the
pond. The proposed solar farm project area is located completely within the former licensed area of the
gravel pit, with the exception of an overhead line, and has been subject to considerable disturbance with
loss of top soil (Figures 1 and 2).

An east-west overhead line with support poles is proposed to connect the Flowerburn Farm with the
distribution grid located in proximity to Centennial Road (Figure 3). The overhead line will cross the
property east of the Flowerburn Farm (43921 Fruit Ridge Line) and connect to the grid. Overhead wiring
will be limited to a narrow corridor.

A Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessment was prepared for 43921 Fruit Ridge Line (the adjacent property
located to the east), that include those lands intended as a linear corridor accommodating the overhead
wiring. The Stage 2 assessment prepared by Mayer Heritage Consultants (August 2001) determined that
there were no identified archaeological resources within the area of the lands proposed east-west
overhead line.

There were no archaeological finds within or in close proximity to the proposed solar farm project area.
Notwithstanding these observations and in order to ensure that there is no unplanned disturbance of
lands, the project area shall be suitably fenced in accordance with the Construction Management Plan and
access to the solar farm shall be from Fruit Ridge Line.

Heritage Resources

In order to ascertain the potential for heritage resources at the subject location a review was undertaken of
relevant historical mapping namely George R. Tremaine's Map of the County of Elgin (1864) and the
Illustrated Historical Atlas of the County of Elgin, Ont,, H. R. Page & Co, Toronto, 1877.

The Tremaine Map indicates that the west half of Lot 9, Concession 4, was owned by Oliver Welding and
also featured a grist mill. The east half of the Lot, the subject property, was owned by Isaac Haight.

According to the 1877 lllustrated Historical Atlas, Lot 9, Concession 4 is shown as being divided into three
parts: two “half” lots and another third lot to the south of the Beaver Creek tributary. The west half is shown
as being owned by D. Zavits, the east half by G. Bailey and the southerly lot by R. Bailey. A farmhouse is
shown within the George Bailey property and the area proposed for the solar farm.
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Lot 9, Concession 4, Township of Yarmouth, Elgin County showing Bailey property, lllustrated Historical Atlas of the County of
Elgin, Ont,, H. R. Page & Co, Toronto, 1877.

The George Bailey property also contains an orchard in the southern portion of the property adjacent to a
tributary of the Beaver Creek. The Atlas records George Bailey as being born in Canada, settling in
Yarmouth Township in 1843 with his occupation as “Farmer”, owning 100 acres of land. Richard Bailey,
likely a relative, is shown as owning another 100 acres to the south, adjacent to the Beaver Creek tributary
with his occupation recorded as “Miller”. A mill is depicted to the west of the lot on the Beaver Creek
tributary.

There are no structures located within the solar farm project area other than a large, metal storage shed
near the entrance at Fruit Ridge Line. There are no structures, buildings or other notable cultural heritage
landscape features on the subject property.

Conclusion

Based on a review of available information from the Municipality of Central Elgin, County of Elgin, Canadian
Register of Historic Places, the Ontario Heritage Trust and the Ministry of Tourism and Culture, the property
is not a “protected property” subject to the items in Section 19 of Ontario Regulation 359/09. Additionally,
no known archaeological resources or heritage resources are impacted as described in Section 20 of
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Accordingly, a heritage assessment is not required under Section 23.
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Figure 1: View of the Former Aggregate Extraction Area (looking south)
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Figure 2: View of the Side Slopes and Disturbed Area (looking east adjacent to the woodlot)
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